THE  FOUR  GEORGES

was the dread voice of the Lord High Steward, "It is
adjudged by this Court that you, James, Earl of Derwent-
water, William, Lord Widdrington, William, Earl of
Nithsdale, Robert, Earl of Carnwath, William, Viscount
Kenmure, and William, Lord Nairn, and every of you,
return to the prison, whence you came, from thence you
must be drawn to the place of execution; when you come
there, you must be hanged by the neck, but not until
you be dead; for you must be cut down alive, then your
bowels must be taken out, and burnt before your faces:
then your heads must be severed from your bodies, and
your bodies divided each into four quarters; and these
must be at the King's disposal. And God Almighty be
merciful to your souls!" On February 24th, 1716,
Derwentwater was executed. In his last words he pro-
tested his loyalty to James, his "rightful and lawful
Sovereign", and then continued:

"Some means have been proposed to me for saving
my life, which I looked upon as inconsistent with
honour and conscience, and therefore I rejected them;
for, with God's assistance, I shall prefer any death to
the doing a base unworthy action. I only wish now,
that the laying down my life might contribute to the
service of my King and country, and the re-establish-
ment of the ancient and fundamental Constitution of
these kingdoms, without which no lasting peace or true
happiness can attend them; then I should indeed part
with my life even with pleasure. As it is, I can only
pray that these blessings may be bestowed upon my
dear country; and since I can do no more, I beseech
God to accept of my life as a small sacrifice towards

it."